Pinchon. Nakayama persuasively concludes that Viva Zapata! praises the immortal spirit of Zapata who was sublimated into a folk hero.
Chapter three, a study of East of Eden, discusses two central themes-"retelling the story of 'Cain and Abel'" and "timshel"-to read the saga from the perspective of New Historicism. Comparing both the Hamilton and the Trask sagas with the historical facts, Nakayama contends that East of Eden reconstructs American history. Valuable for the Japanese scholar is the inclusion of an appendix of pages from Steinbeck's manuscript and typescript of East of Eden. Nakayama discusses the novel's key issues by comparing manuscript, typescript, and published text. This fine scholarship reflects Nakayama's extraordinary enthusiasm and untiring effort.
In chapter four, Nakayama maintains that "The Winter of Our Discontent should be regarded as an important novel next in rank after his masterpieces The Grapes of Wrath and East of Eden." Tracing the negative criticism accorded The Winter of Our Discontent, Nakayama notes that "Just like East of Eden this novel deals with individual morality." The affluent society in the United States during the 1950s, says Nakayama, witnessed the rise of the Beat generation, engaged in rampant capitalism and commercialism, and suffered from social insecurity, political corruption, and moral decay. How individuals survive in this turbulent age, he contends, is a critical problem and a theme of the novel.
In chapter seven, Travels with Charley in Search of America, Nakayama prizes Steinbeck's adventurous spirit and sense of duty as an American. What charms the reader in this book, Nakayama insists, are the "poetry all through the essay, dreams, beauty, his attitude toward human beings, as well as his criticism of the contemporary American politics and society, and his view of American people."
Steinbeck's Writings III: The New York Years is a reliable study guide for scholars as well as college students. With the completion of this volume of the series, Steinbeck studies in Japan have made further progress, contributing greatly to our study of American literature. (1999) , and a co-editor of Re-Reading John Steinbeck (2001) .
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